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Presentation: Urban Development Subsidies in Lower Saxony – Current Developments


Dr. Stehmeyer
Ministry for Social, Women's and Family Affairs and for Healthy of Lower Saxony

Friday, 31st October 2008, 9.00h - 9.45h, town hall, first floor
Short Summary
Since 1971, urban regeneration and development in cities, towns and villages has been jointly subsidised by Federal (Bund), State (Land) and local government. Over this period in Lower Saxony, within the Federal-State Urban Development Programme (Bund-Länder-Programm zur Städtebauförderung) and some special programmes around 1.2 billion € in urban development subsidies has been granted by the State (including Federal Government assistance) for over 200 regeneration measures.

Federal, State and Local Government each contribute a third of the funding for measures. In an administrative agreement to be concluded each year, Federal Government and all 16 States set the level of Federal financial assistance, its distribution to the individual States, and the priorities for this programme area.

In 2008 the State made urban development subsidies (including federal financial assistance) of 49.5m € available. 

With this, the following programme areas are being funded:

· Urban regeneration and development measures (‘normal programme’) – Aim is to rectify urban planning deficits, especially by regenerating city and district centres, and to reutilise brownfield sites. Number of measures: 56 / Total funding: 19.1m €.
· Social City – Aim is the stabilisation and enhancement of towns and districts with exceptional development needs through urban construction measures. Number of measures: 38 / total funding: 13.2m € €.
· Urban Renovation – Aim is to create sustainable urban structures in areas affected by serious functional decay with adaptive urban construction measures. Number of measures: 16 / Total funding: 10.8m €.
· Active City and District Centres – Aim is to strengthen retail centres affected or threatened by functional decay, especially empty commercial properties, with measures dedicated to the retention and development of these areas as business and culture locations and as places to live and work. Number of measures: 11 / Total funding: 6.4m €.
· Urban Monument Protection – The funding aim and eligible measures will be defined in negotiations to commence in November 2008 between Federal Government and the State on the urban development administration agreement for 2009.

Funding from outside the Federal-State Urban Development Programme:
· Investment Pact for the Energy-efficient Retrofitting of Municipal Infrastructure (Federal and State Governments joint programme). Federal, State and Local Government each provide one-third of the funding for measures. Funding in Lower Saxony in 2008: approx. 38m € (including federal financial assistance). The subsidies will be approved this year.
· ERDF finance for urban regeneration and development measures 2007-2013 – for sustainable urban development projects.

In the Convergence Target Area (Region Lunenburg) 55m € is available for measures in 37 towns and local authorities – subsidy rates: up to 75%.

The target area, ‘Regional competitiveness and employment’ for the rest of Lower Saxony will be funded with 42m € for measures in 26 towns and the Hannover Region – subsidy rates: up to 50%.  
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