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Presentation: Social City, the first 10 years – experience and results in Hannover

Mr. Cronau
Head of the section urban regeneration, City of Hannover 
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Soziale Stadt, City of Hannover

Thursday, 30th October 2008, 16.00 pm at Vahrenheide
Short Summary of urban development programme ‘Social City’
Between 1999 and 2008, the German Federal Government invested 110 million € in the ‘Social City’ programme. Tripartite funding, from Federal (Bund), State (Länder) and Local Government, thus amounted to approx. 2.3 billion € through to 2008. Since the programme began, around 500 ‘Social City’ districts have been established in almost 320 local government areas. 

In the ‘Social City - sustainable development for deprived neighbourhoods’ programme the remediation of planning deficits as the standard task of urban regeneration is accompanied by further measures to ameliorate social problems. This is particularly apposite when the local population mix and the economic situation causes serious disadvantage. This demands a cross-disciplinary working method.

The problems of city districts with exceptional development needs are addressed through an ongoing district-related integrative urban development action concept. Important fields of activity include housing, the local economy, social factors, the urban environment, green- and open spaces, transport and traffic, citizens’ participation and image. Specifically, this means paying close attention to the following approaches:

· Improving housing conditions

· Introducing new economic activity (e.g. promoting business start-ups)
· Creating and securing employment at local level

· Improving the social infrastructure, especially for young people

· Improving the everyday situation of elderly and disabled people

· Gender mainstreaming approaches

· Improving provision of needs-related training and re-training opportunities

· Public safety and security measures 

· Environmental improvements - reducing pollution

· Local public transport

· General improvements to the surroundings

· Stimulating district cultural activity and quality, and 

· Diverse leisure amenities.

The approaches are tailored to the problems in the respective areas, and implemented in the form of projects and social and construction measures. In the Social City programme, as in conventional urban regeneration projects, funding is reserved exclusively for capital investment measures. The Social City programme is also designed, however, along with its own financing instruments, to pull down other funding, for instance from the EU but also and especially from diverse national, federal state and local authority sources, into the Social City areas, in order to carry out both investive and non-investive measures. This is particularly successful with Social City partner programmes that are expressively related to the funding scenario of Social City. This includes, for instance, the ESF-national programme BIWAQ, a supplementary employment strategy instrument operated by the Federal Ministry for Transport, Building and Urban Affairs with finance from the European Social Fund and national funding from 2008 until 2015 in the Social City programme districts.

Within the Social City programme, consultation with and involvement of local residents in the measures and the establishment of self-supporting participation structures in the districts is a central approach.
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